•3 

Serial No. 09/672,476 

TNTHF TT ATMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A promotion method, in which merchandise sales are promoted by 
issuing points upon sal e of m e rchandise; wh e r e in comprising the steps of; 

presenting point information related to prescribed p oints is presented issiifid for promotion 
of sale of merchandise; to a user at a time of merchandise sales; 

transmitting hy s aid user transmits to a center device said presen t ed p oint information 
presented in the point information presenting step 3 together with identification information for 

said user; 

receiving at the renter device said point inf ormation transmitted hy said user in the point 
information transmitt ing step and said identification information for said user; 

totaling and managing at said center device stor e s and manages p oints corresponding to 
said transmi t ted p oint information received in the receiving step for said user identified hy said 
identification inform ation; and, 

offering a prescribed service at the tim e of merchandise salesis offered corresponding to 
the points to said user has e H o n h y referring to the points storedtotaled and managed in 
r i-i rr ff < [prt|V^nrff t n said nserin the totaling and managing step . 

2. (Currently Amended) The promotion method according to claim 1, wherein 
the merchandise sales is performed hy usin g an automatic vending machine, and 

the point information presenting step comprises the step of the presentation ofpresenting 
to said user said point information is performed b y a point issuing device. 

3. (Currently Amended) The promotion method according to claim 2, wherein 

said point information comprises a module code related to said point issuing device and a 
secret code related to said points, and 

the point information presenting step compris es the step of encrypting at least the secret 




-2- 




Serial No. 09/672,476 

mHft among said module code and said secret cod e, at least the secret code is encrypted before 
presentation to said user. 

4. (Currently Amended) The promotion method according to claim 2, wherein 

the point information presenting step romprises the step of presentingthe presentation of 
said point information is performed to said user b y displaying said point information on a display 
unit connected to said point issuing device. 

5. (Currently Amended) The promotion method according to claim 2, wherein 

the point information presen t in g step comprises the step of presenting th e pr e sentation of 
said point information is performerito said user by printing out said point information on a 
prescribed form from said point issuing device. 

6. (Currently Amended) The promotion method according to claim 2, wherein 

the point inform ation presenting step comprises the step of presentingthe pieseiltatioil of 

said point information k perfnm i e H to said user by inputting said point information to a 
communication equipment of said user, by means of communication between said point issuing 
device and said communication equipment. 

7. (Original) The promotion method according to claim 6, wherein 

said communication equipment comprises a portable telephone set carried by said user, 

and 

input of said point information to said communication equipment is performed using any 
of wire communication, wireless communication, infrared communication, and audio 
communication between said point issuing device and said portable telephone set. 
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8. (Original) The promotion method according to claim 3, wherein 
said secret code comprises at least a point issue number, and 

said center device judges duplicate use of the point information based on said point issue 
number. 

9. (Currently Amended) The promotion method according to claim 22, wherein 

said module code comprises code information to identify said point issuing device, and 
said center device manages a state of at least one of said point issuing device and the equipment 
pei forming sales s aiO m*" ' 1 ™ ' ^'^"^™^ vending machine in which said point issuing 
device is provided, based on said module code. 

10. (Currently Amended) The promotion method according to claim 1, wherein 

tV>P pm'nt infnrmflti'nTi pri nting step comprises the step nf presentin^Lhe presentation of 
said point information i « p^ i Tonrtfdtn said user by attaching in advance, to said merchandise, a 
printed matter on which is printed in advance said point information. 

1 1 . (Original) The promotion method according to claim 1 0, wherein 

on the printed matter attached in advance to said merchandise are printed said points and 
point information related to said points. 

12. (Currently Amended) The promotion method according to claim 11, wherein 

said point information is selectively concealed by a removable concealing member; the 
user acquires said printed matter upon purchasing said merchandise; 

the user mails to the center device said printed matter without removing said concealing 
member from said printed matte i, ui transmi t s to th e cen t er device said point informa t ion 
acquired fioin th e printed ma tt e r by r e moving said conc e aling member from said printed ma t t e r ; 

said center device performs processing for addition of points based on eithersaid point 
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information 01 said points p rinted on the printed matter which has been mailed without removing 
said concealing member therefrom; and, 

a prescribed service is offered to said user based on the points resulting from said 
addition processing. 

13. (Original) The promotion method according to claim 12, wherein 

said center device detects duplicate use of said points based on whether or not said 
concealing member has been removed from said mailed printed matter. 

14. (Original) The promotion method according to claim 1, wherein 

said center device manages said user based on identification information for said user 
transmitted by said user. 

15. (Original) The promotion method according to claim 1, wherein 

said center device permits the user to read point information stored and managed for said 
user in response to a request from said user. 

16. (Currently Amended) A promotion syste m for promoting sale o f merchandise by issuing 
points upon sale of merchandis e, comprising: 

point issuing means, provided in an equipment p e rf o rming sales of said 
mffrr.han Hi R ft antnmflrir vending machine , to present to users of the system point information 
related to pr e scribed p oints issued for promotion of sale of merchandise upon sale of 
merchandise; 

a center device for storing and managing points corresponding to the point information 
presented by said point issuing means, in correspondence with said user; 

communication means for transmitting to said center device the point information 
presented by said point issuing means, together with identification information for the user; 
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update means, provided in said center device, for decoding the point information 
transmitted by said communication means, and for updating points which have been stored and 
managed for said user based on the points corresponding to said decoded point information; and, 

service providing means for offering a prescribed service to said user at a time of use of 
said automatic vending machine based on the points which have been stored and managed for 
said user. 

17. (Original) The promotion system according to claim 16, wherein 

said point information comprises a module code to identify said point issuing means, 
and a secret code related to said points; and, 

among said module code and said secret code, said point issuing means encrypts at least 
the secret code before presenting the point information to said user. 

1 8. (Original) The promotion system according to claim 16, wherein 

said point issuing means presents said point information to said user by means of 
displaying said point information on a display unit provided on the point issuing means. 

19. (Original) The promotion system according to claim 16, wherein 

said point issuing means presents said point information to said user by means of printing 
out said point information on a prescribed form by the use of printing means provided in the 
point issuing means. 

20. (Original) The promotion system according to claim 16, wherein 

said point issuing means comprises input means for inputting said point information to 
said communication means through a communication between said point issuing means and said 
communication means. 
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21 . (Original) The promotion system according to claim 20, wherein 

said communication means comprises a portable telephone set carried by said user, and 
said input means inputs said point information to said portable telephone set using any of 

wire communication, wireless communication, infrared communication, and audio 

communication. 

22. (Original) The promotion system according to claim 1 7, wherein 
said secret code comprises at least a point issue number, and 

said center device detects duplicate use of the point information based on the point issue 
number comprised in said point information. 

23. (Currently Amended) The promotion system according to claim 17, wherein 

said center device comprises an equipment database to store and manage a state of at least 
one of said point issuing means and the e quipmen t p er forming sales of said 
merchandiseautomatic vending machine in which said point issuing means is provided, in 
correspondence with said module code. 

24. (Original) The promotion system according to claim 16, wherein 

said center device comprises a user database to store and manage circumstances of use of 
the system by said user, in correspondence with the identification information for the user 
transmitted by the user. 

25. (Original) The promotion system according to claim 16, wherein 

said center device comprises accessing means which enables said user to access the point 
information stored and managed for the user, in response to a request from the user. 



